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Learning Community canceled after six years
• The program that was
the first to bring freshmen
to USF St. Petersburg is
over.
By Vanessa Espinar
Staff Writer

The Learning Community, a program of small, linked classes for freshmen and sophomores will end after the
spring 2004 term. Citizen Scholars, a
service learning program is being considered as a replacement for next fall.
When the Learning Community
began in 1998, it was a two-year program that focused on meeting general

"We saw more
education
and more sturequirements by
d e n t s
covering similar
enrolling at
material
but
from different
the campus
but fewer and
perspectives.
fix.
.
fewer
stuThe
program
- Aftsa Teetor, former Learnmg d e n t s
also included a
Community student enrolling in
service learning
those coursclass in which
the students volunteered in ah organiza- es," said Mark Durand, College of Arts &
tion of their choice. This year, the pro- Sciences dean. ·
There are two courses in the program became a one-year program of
block courses.
The enrollment gram that only have eight students
decreased significantly.
enrolled. "Some of the problems that we
Professor Susan Fernandez, pro- have is that if you have a class of eight
gram coordinator, said the largest class students it's very hard to justify having a
was 43-46 students, but this year, the full-time faculty member teaching that
enrollment was down to 24 students. one class," Durand said. He said he is

"Learning Community
works, and if it works
and it is not broke, then
why
it?"

unsure of the reasons for the decrease in
enrollment but it may be that the attractive aspect of small classes isn't really
essential on the campus because there
are already relatively small classes. "I
think some students don't like small
~lass experiences, they prefer to be more
anonymous," he said. Fernandez offers
another possible explanation. "Students
are entering with more college credits
and taking courses around work schedules, she said. "Those factors all make
the program less likely to attract new
freshmen."
The enrollment crisis prompted
people to rethink the Learning
Community concept. "One of the things
See Learning on page 7
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DBs Kevin Verpaele (left) and J.R. Reed gang tackle a Cincinnati Bearcat in the Bulls' 24-17 20T win.

Two students stare each other down before
wrestling in Sumo gear at USF St. Pete's festival.

Airport to stay, USF looks elsewhere to expand
• Last week's election forces USF St. Petersburg to face reality that height
restrictions on buildings may stay- indefinitely.
By Katie Wilson
Staff Writer

USF St. Petersburg and Albert
Whitted Airport have rubbed noses
as neighbors since 1965 when USF
Photo by Jimmy Grinaker
St. Petersburg began. As it turns out,
Albert Whitted Airport supporters meet the lifelines ·of the two institutions
to celebrate the night of Nov. 4.
intersect as well.
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I Journalism institute, a global asset ~

Albert Whitted Airport's eastwest flight path cuts through the
heart of campus, causing aircraft to
soar over the library, the Davis building and the Tavern. The planes land
just 6oo feet off First Street South.
"The elimination of the east-west
runway is our primary concern
because it impacts us directly," said
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· Campus sparks partnership
Story page 5

ning and construction for USF St.
Petersburg. ·
However, St. Petersburg citizens
made it clear Nov. 4 that the airport
shall stay, and eliminated any ideas
for a waterfront park or to reduce the
campus' height restrictions. Of
See Airport on page 7
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Jim Grant, director of facilities plan- '

Multicultural center to open
USF St. Petersburg showcases diversity
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Loss of Learning Community is tragic, but tolerable
• This summer USF St. Petersburg's Learning Community program will be gone, which is unfortunate. Nevertheless, it was
successful and did its job.
By Matt Nelson
Editor in Chief

After years of dwindling student
participation, the program built on
the backs of freshmen, sophomores
and committed faculty is over.
"I'm a
In 1998, USF St. Petersburg's
proud LC
Learning ~ommunity began with a
graduate."
modest group of almost so students
intent on working together during
their first two years of college through linked courses.
Most succeeded, but every year since many left before
finishing the two-year program.
The Learning Community was distinct because it

served as the pilot program for establishing a solid
freshman-sophomore atmosphere on campus. It was
the first to bring freshmen to USF St. Petersburg.
Before 1998, that base of students did not exist. The LC
was so successful, the university opted in 2000 to open
the campus to first-year-in-college students. And the
rest is history.
While there are more important reasons for such a
successful university, the LC opened the minds of
administrators and faculty to the possibility of allowing freshmen on campus.
Now the campus is 4,500 students strong thanks
to bringing in freshmen and establishing four-year
programs. In only two years, USF St. Petersburg went
from an upper-class and graduate college to a complete
university.

The LC will be replaced by something that better
suits the campus. It is umortunate, though. College is a
new experience and can be rather stressful. Working
with peers, students find it easier to make a successful
transition from high school to college. In addition,
records show LC students have higher grades than
their traditional counterparts.
The end of the program is in no way a reflection .o f
its coordinator, Dr. Susan Fernandez. She spearheaded a challenging initiative and did it well. Many students attribute their college success to her. Students
often commented on her "tough love" approach in her
history classes. Because she expected more out of students, they learned how to excel in college.
The end of LC will hurt some students in the wallet, too. LC students receive a $500 grant each semester. However, school officials said that students will
have a chance to earn similar amounts in a possible
replacement program.
It is sad to see it go. However, thipgs do change in
life. Hopefully, any change will be for the better.

Bush's b·udd·ies reap rewards from war
By Fan Zhong
The Dartmouth Free Press (Dartmouth College)

(U-WIRE) For the past eight
months, bitter debates raged on between
the doves and the hawks over the moral,
ethical and legal legitimacy of the war on
Iraq.
·
The left claims that the United States
had no right to invade without U.N.
approval. Throngs of zealous teenagers
carted themselves down to D.C., flying
the age-old flag of peace and social Justice. They chanted slogans like: "No
blood for oil," and "One, two, three, four,
we don't want a racist war." Liberals
blame greed for oil, Bush's personal
vendetta, the Christian Coalition, the
trailer-trash white supremacists and
company for the war and its horribly
messy follow-up.
Yet they missed the most obvious
point of the war: Iraq is just another
means for "redistribution of wealth,"
from the pockets of American tax payers
to the pockets of Bush's rich cronies that
is. $87 Billion worth to be exact.
The logic is simple. Bush flattens
Iraq and then insists on "American leadership" of its reconstruction. The Kellogg
Brown & Root subsidiary of Halliburton,
of which Vice President Dick Cheney was

CEO from·1995-20oo,just happens to be
awarded a $soc-million contract to put
out Iraqi oil fires and to be ·placed in
prime position to undertake the lucrative
task of restructuring Iraq's oil infrastructure. Jay Garner, an executive at a leading defense contractor making missiles
systems whose target was Baghdad, just
happens to be appointed as head of the
Office
of
Reconstruction
and
Humanitarian Assistance.
And just last week, Joe Allbaugh,
Bush's 2000 campaign manager;
Edwards Rogers Jr., deputy assistant of
George Bush Sr. and an executive assistant to the White House chief of staff;
and Lanny Griffith, special assistant for
intergovernmental affairs and assistant
secretary of education to Bush Sr., just
happen to get together to start a new
consulting firm which helps companies
win tax-payer financed contracts in Iraq.
According to its website, this firm,
New Bridge Strategies, was "created
specifically with the aim of assisting
clients to evaluate and take advantage of
business opportunities in the Middle
East following the conclusion of the U.S.led war in Iraq."
It's no wonder that Bush wanted to
keep the French and the Germans out of
"leadership roles" in Iraq. Having guided
the Governing Council of Iraq towards
allowing foreign companies to establish

100 percent ownership of business in
Iraq, Bush and his cronies have certainly
cre~ted for themselves a federal objective
created specifically with the aim of
granting big corporations contracts
funded by the hard.:.earned dough of
American tax-payers - you, me, mom
and dad.
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Do you have an opinion on a topic
affecting USF St. Petersburg or the surrounding area? The Grow's Nest is seeking well-written, thoughtful letters to the
editor. Letter writers sh6uld include
their ';lillJles, position (e.g., sfugent), .a nd
phone n,umbers for verification.'' Letters
may be edited for length, or clarity, but
otherwise are printed exactly as received.
Not all letters may be published.
Please email your letters to:
usfcrowsnest@aol.com.

ADVISER
George M. Killenberg

OFFICE: Campus Activities Center.
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The Poynter experience: shared and cherished around the world

as beneficiaries of three distinctive pro- him to "think and reflect on writing,
grams: the Foster Davis Fellowships for ethics and journalism ... Poynter is
Mrican Journalists, administered by great, it looks like a real school of jourPoynter in collaboration with the nalism." In Paola's case, the fellowship
Institute for the Advancement of program; including the seminar at
Journalism in South Mrica; the Poynter, will advance her goal of becomInternational Visitors Program, spon- ing an economic editor.
sored by the State Department; and the
The Department of State, under the
By Maria A. Velez
Alfred Friendly Press Fellowships International Visitors Program, usually
Staff Writer
organizes short visits for journalists who
Program.
The institute also benefits from its come to Poynter for one or half a day.
~~oto by :immy Grinaker
t is exam t~me at the Poynter international visitors and participants. Mu Feng J un, senior edito~ and editor in
Institute, and 10 students concen- For Aly Colon, ethics group leader and chief manager of the Chongqing Daily in The Poynter Institute IS across
trate quietly on their answers. This diversity program director at Poynter, China, visited the institut e in late from USF's Nelson Poynter
is a typical academic scene just about teaching foreign journalists " ... exposes September. Mu works for a media Library on Third Street South.
anywhere, but what is different is that the faculty to a greater variety of diverse group committed to media independ- roles in a new democratic society," he
all the students are international jour- perspectives regarding journalism cov- ence in his home country. He wanted to said. "They began to coach and train
nalists, here to hone their skills in writ- erage. It expands Poynter's knowledge come to Poynter t? be~er understand young reporters about reporting and
base of the challenges and value of prac- issues such as media ethics and respon- writing. They became more collaboraing, editing and ethics.
Nestled in a cozy building ne.a r USF ticing journalism in different countries sible journalism.
tive with their colleagues in the newsSt. Petersburg, the Po}rnter Institute has and cultures. It reminds us that in some
The Foster Davis African Fellowship room and in the newspaper. They startwelcomed this year more than 150 jour- places, practicing journalism requires program also allows ~oynter's faculty to ed acting like watchdogs, not like lapnalists. From Kazakhstan to Ecuador, not only excellence in craft but dedica- teach seminars in Johannesburg every dogs, in relation to government officials
for one day or a whole week, as fellows tion to one's conviction and an abun- year. Faculty members are also encour- ... I brought this learning back to the
or seminar participants, they all want to dance of courage," she said.
aged to participate in international sem- · seml.nars at Poynter to help U.S. editors
be part of the Poynter experience.
Surendra Phuyal is from Nepal, inars. Paul Pohlman, senior faculty and more clearly understand and fulfill their
Poynter has become a leading train- where he is a sub-editor and reporter at adviser to the president at Poynter,_ has coaching, teaching, collaborative and
ing school for journalists around the the Kathmandu Post and next to him is taught leadership seminars for editors watchdog roles."
world. Many of them come as partici- Paola Ochoa, reporter from Semana, a in South Africa.
Founded in 1975 as a nonprofit
pants to more than 100 seminars leading magazine in Colombia. For
"I learned that South African editors
offered on-site every year. Others come Phuyal, the Poynter experience allows were trying to change their leadership
See Poynter on page 8

• The Poynter Institute
continues to attract journalists from around the
world to come, see and
excel.
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Study Abroad offers new oppc;>rtunity for Spanish students
By Frankie Howley
Staff Writer

.th its rapid growth on the St. Petersburg
campus, the Spanish program has created
opportunities jor students to learn the· language by studying abroad.
Costa Rica, with its spring weather, rainforests,
cloudforests, volcanoes, rivers and beaches, "is a won:..
derful environment for students to embrace a new culture and language," said Professor Yani Angulo-Cano,
a Spanish professor and director of the study abroad
program.
Next year, from May 9 through June 6, students in
the beginning, intermediate and advanced levels of
Spanish can spend one month immersing themselves
in the culture and the language of Costa Rica.
Students in the San Jose-based program will live with
families while studying the language in classes at the
Language Institute.
But the idea is for students to use their surroundings as a learning tool.
"We use the city as the classroom," said AnguloCano. "A homework assignment may consist of opening a bank account, for example, and bringing it back
to class to present."
· With class size ranging from four to five students,
everyone can receive both personal and substantial
attention. Beginning students will attend class five
days a week, for four hours a day. Intermediate and
advanced students have class three hours a day.
Students also will visit various landmarks, includSpecial to the Crow's Nest
ing the Poas Volcano and waterfall, La Isla Tortuga
Professor
Yani
Angulo-Cano
and students
and a coffee plantation called Cafe Britt. Students will
also visit the outskirts of Costa Rica during a farewell enjoy a hike in Costa Rica.
dinner at Ram Luna, an exclusive restaurant set in the
mountains.
"The program is available to serious Spanish stu-
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dents interested in immersing themselves in the culture of Costa Rica," Angulo-Cano said.
The trip will cost approximately $3,200.
About $2,050 is for four weeks of language fees
that include six USF undergraduate credit hours (with
registration for a minimum of three credit hours) and
instruction, home-stay with breakfast and dinner and
excursions. Students pay $300 of this at the time of
enrollment, no later than Feb. 1, and the remaining
balance must be paid by March 31.
The other two major expenses are airfare, which
costs about $550, and personal expenses for weekend
travel and incidentals, totaling $400 to $6oo.
Scholarships based on need and merit may be
available.
The study abroad program will not only provide
students with an opportunity to get a hands-on feel for
the language and culture, but it will also provide hope
for the future of the new Spanish program that is
branching out on the St. Petersburg campus.
Spanish Club, had
Alisa Teetor, president of
plans to graduate soon but instead decided to add
Spanish as part of her major. "It's a great opportunity
for students pursuing a foreign language by experiencing the culture firsthand," she said. "I really want to
go. I want to take the opportunity now."

the

For more information on the
Study Abroad Program in Costa
Rica contact Yani Angulo-Cano
at
(727)
553-4060
or
angulo@stpt.usf.edu
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Ask the CCC SWami
By the Counseling and Career
Center Staff

Dear Swami,
I want my resume to scream:
"HIRE ME AND PAY
ME BIG BUCKS!" I
keep hearing conflicting
information
regarding whether to
put an objective on
my resume or not.
What's the scoop?
Signed, ·
Eager job seeker

Another positive is that it saves you
more room on your resume! Another
section to delete from your resume is
the statement that "references are available upon request." It is assumed that if
they are requested, you will provide
them. So either leave this statement off
or add a second page to
your resume that has a
list of three to five of your
professional references
with contact information.
For free assistance with
and review of your
resume, please visit the
CouQseling and Career
Center in Bayboro 119.

Dear Eager,
You too can get your
Today's resumes DO NOT include questions answered by the CCC Swami!
an objective. This is for two main rea- Please email your questions to
sons:
kmmckay@stpt.usfedu or drop them
Your objective is something you - off at the CCC in BAY 119.
should be going over in your cover letFor more information on the CCC,
ter.
please call (727) 553-4422 or stop by
An objective can either be too gen- the Center - BAY 119. All services proeral or too limiting in regards to the vided by the CCC are CONFIDENTIAL
position you are applying fo~.
and FREE to USF students and staff

l;
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Fully remode'led i-n 2000! Close to USF.

4928 '16-th Ave. _N ._, St. Pete. , T,ll'ree bedroom/th~ee bath,; 1,035 s.q . ft. Buy' now
and rent out rooms.
It~

.
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Call Coldwell Banker representative
Suzanne Olson at (727) 641 - ~887
or e -mail her at ·
suzanne. olson@ coldwellbanker. com
-

il'

Legal music downloading comes of age
Yf.
u've heard the horror
toties-music lovers facng fines of as much as
$150,000 for each downloaded
song. A 12-year-old girl settling
with the Recording Industry
Association of America for
$2,000. The music industry
threatening more lawsuits.
That's enough to scare even
the most hardcore music downloader into going straight.
But thanks to the launch of
three online services, downloading music is now easy,
inexpensive-arid legal. To start adding to your music
collection, get MusicMatch Jukebox from www.musicmatch.com (Windows or Macs), the new Napster from
www.napster.com (Windows only) or iTunes, from
www.itunes.com, which recently expanded from Macs
to include the Windows platform.
· All are free to install and intuitively easy to use.
Each serVice offers thousands of downloads at a price
even college students can afford-just 99 cents per
song. Or you may buy entire albums for about $10.
All three services offer 30-second previews of
downloadable songs, and all make burning a CD easy.
Looking for a particular performer or track? No
problem. Search by artist, album or specific song. You

can also explore by genre. You'll find jazz, New Age,
rap and even Celtic music.
. But sorry, polka fans, none of the three serVices
includes a category for polkas. But never fear .. I simply
typed "polka" in tlie search field in MusicMatch
Jukebox to find, and download, the classic Who Stole
the Kishka (a sausage-like Polish food), with the
immortal lyrics:
Someone stole the kishka
Someone stole the kishka
Who stole the kishka
from the butcher's shop?
Who stole the kishka?
Who stole the kishka?
Who stole the kishka?
Someone call a cop!
Which service should you use? All have their
strong points.
MusicMatch offers the most convenient genre list,
listing 18 music varieties, plus subcategories, thus
making searching by genre easy.
iTunes displays the most album covers, all clickable to show the songs included on the CD.
·
Napster provides a convenient drag-and:..drop
window to listen to song snippets.
And all three services contain their petty annoyances.
Napster ranks high in the nag factor, constantly

pushing their premium service ($9.95 a month) with
irritating flashing ads.
Inexplicably, searching MusicMatch by track title
displays many songs that aren't available for sampling
or download.
The search results window on iTunes isn't wide
enough by default, requiring constant back and forth
scrolling between the song title and the "buy" button.
All three sites offer roughly the same number of
tracks per artist, regardless of genre. A search for comedy singer Ray Stevens brought up 85 songs from
MusicMatch, 79 from iTunes and 89 from Napster.
Similarly, searching for songs by bad boy rapper
Eminem showed 115 songs from MusicMatch, 114 from
iTunes, and 136 from Napster.
If you give MusicMatch, iTunes or Napster a try,
you won't find tracks from yet-to-be-released CDs. But
you also won't find an unpleasant letter from the RIAA
in your mailbox.
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E-mail.CROWSNESTADS@AOL.COM
or call Kenny at ('727) 643.:"6,269
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Professional Tutor
My home or yours.
Financial and Managerial
Accounting, College Algebra,
Statistics, ClAST, SAT.
Call Stacey at
(727) 204-6557
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College of Business, new resource for Midtown entrepreneurs
• Students will give back to the
community and gain real-world
experience by helping the area's businesses.
By Tom Harlan
Staff Writer

nald P. Hill sits in a comer office on the third
floor of the Progress Energy building that overoaks the sailboats docked at the Harborage
Marina at Bayboro, but the founding dean of USF St.
Petersburg's College of Business will not only cater to
large corporations with traditional offices. He wants to
go out into the community and establish contacts all
across St. Petersburg, so the university becomes a
resource for the entire community.
·In his first semester as dean, Hill is planning a
project that will send students into Midtown St.
Petersburg to use their business knowledge to help the
area's business owners.
"The College of Business is about people," Hill
said. "It's about caring for our community, it's about
mentoring our students, and it's about developing our
faculty and staff."
"We are trying to teach our undergraduates how to
give back to their communities at the beginning of
their careers rather than waiting until the end."
This summer, the college of business will start the
Midtown Collaboration Project, a three-credit course
that will give undergraduate business students the
opportunity to serve the community. The students will
collaborate with Midtown businesses, and help them
prepare business plans to bring economic growth to
the area, which is located between Second Avenue
North and 30th Avenue South, and Fourth Street and
34th Street in St. Petersburg.
"The Midtown project will be a centerpiece for the
undergraduate program," he said. "The overarching
theme of this [project] is to make sure that the community that currently lives in ¥idtown is able to partake in the prosperity that is coming to Midtown."
Hill said he hopes the students can provide support to the city of St. Petersburg's efforts to revitaliz~
the Midtown area.
"We've been working for the last two months with
city leaders and the African American community ip.
Midtown to come up with a way in which we can support business that is developing in [the area]," he said.
Hill, who is also the Bank of America Professor of
Social Responsibility, has spent 15 of the last 20 years
researching groups who are considered vulnerable in
society. He said he's impressed St. Petersburg has
made revitalizing Midtown a priority.
Instead of trying to move people out of the area,
like many metropolitan areas do, the city is dedicated
to helping the current residents become successful, he
said.
"They have some excellent people who have been
doing economic development in Midtown and know
the area very well," he said. "We're just going to provide additional levels of support."
On Nov. 7, Hill began meeting with Midtown business owners to develop one-page business profiles,
which he will finish in January. Six businesses, which
Hill believes have the ability to prosper in Midtown,
will be selected and their profiles will be distributed to
the consulting teams next summer.
Lorene Office, a longtime Midtown resident and
co-owner of Lorene's Fish and Crab House on 929
22nd Street S., said she believed USF's project would
be a tremendous resource for "new businesses that are
starting up in Midtown and are looking to create a
business plan."
Office, who has owned the restaurant for more
than 20 years, said she and her husband have already
paid to have a professional produce a business plan. In
addition, she took courses on how to run a business at

lli
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a local church.
Although she didn't believe USF's Midtown project
would benefit her business, Office said she could recommend a couple of new businesses that could use ~he
students' help,
"I know a couple new businesses on 22nd Street,"
she said. "There's a new clothing shop down the street
and another business that just opened up across the
street that may need help with a business plan."
Hill said the project will focus on forming six consulting teams composed of three to five students, a facu1ty member and an outside mentor from the business
community. He said the consulting teams mark the
beginning of a long-term plan to become a resource for
the Midtown business community.
Over the long term, he hopes to start an internship
program with the area's businesses. In addition, he
wants the Midtown business community to view the
college of business as a source where they can discuss
finance and management issues with business profes-

sors.
The College of Business also plans to create a
board of Midtown business owners that can help identify area companies that are most at need, and help the
project continue to serve the community, he said.
However, before the project can begin helping
businesses, Hill said the College of Business must gain
the trust of the area's business owners.
"They've had a lot of people come in who are dogooders who want to come in and do good things, and
they are flashes in the pan, and nothing really
changes," he said. "We need to build trust down there."
Hill spoke at the Black Chamber of Commerce on·
Oct. 28. Although the group gave him a warm reception and believed he had good intentions, he said he
sensed that they wanted to make sure the College of
Business wou1d maintain a regular presence in
Midtown.
See Midtown on page 8

AND GOING "

loft condominiums
from the $190s
No other living space embraces culture and encourages
self-expression like the loft. Developed by Echelon
Residential LLC and sold exclusively through Smith &
Associates Realtors Inc, McNulty Lofts feature expansive
windows with stunning views of the bay and downtown
St. Petersburg.

reserve now.
before you r space is taken.

727.896.3400
www.McNultyLofts.com
101 second street south downtown st. petersburg
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Oral rep<esenlations cannot be .-t upon as <Xmldly stating
d lheoper. For c:crmct representations, make relerenoe to lhe documents required by section
718.503, Florida Statutes, to be fumished by a develol)er 10 a buyer or lessee. Prices,
ftoorplans, fealllres and amenities are subject to change without notice.
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Campus caters to ethnicity, diversity
By Maria A. Velez
Staff Writer

ulticultural center will open in early December
t USF St. Petersburg, which pleases Lieu
u~.
.
Sitting down in one of the benches near the
Bayboro Hall, the Vietnamese-born student likes the
idea of having a place "that gives you a sense ofbelonging." The multicultural center, she believes, will be
such a place.
Cedric Howard, director of student services at
USF, said the center is meant to be a space not only for
learning but also for celebrating the richness of diversity.
"The center will have different themes and events
... Hispanic heritage month, gay pride,. Native
American powwow."
Howard said the USF St. Petersburg center will

AE
-'

differ from the one at USF Tampa, which concentrates
on ethnicity. The St. Petersburg center has been created for a broader population, addressing diversity
emanated from gender, sexual orientation and physical disabilities. The university expects the students to
be at the heart of the center's activities.
The center, designed as a kind of living room, will
have a large conference table, chairs, couches to hang
out on, bookshelves and an office for the center's coordinator. It can accommodate a maximum of 35 students at a time.
The center will be part of the renovations taken
place in the Terrace building, a complex formerly
occupied by the College of Education. It will be adjacent to a media and conference room, and the Safe
Team offices.
The idea of establishing a multicultural center
started two years ago, and was motivated by an
increase in the student body representing a wide range
of minorities, from African-Americans to Hispanics

and Asians. The proposal for the center was submitted
in the 2003-2004 budget and approved early this year.
St. Petersburg campus has a total of 4.443 graduate and undergraduate students this academic year, of
which 7·4 percent are African-Americans, 5·9 percent
Hispanics, 5.6 percent Asians and a half percent
Native Americans. The center is part of the university's
strategy to attract and retain a diverse group of students.
Other initiatives include the appointment of a
multicultural director and a recruiter to enroll more
minorities, as well as hiring a more diverse faculty and
staff. At present, there are 45 African-Americans
among faculty and staff, the highest number since the
campus opened in 1965.
Leon Highsmith, an African-American majoring in
accounting, believes the center will make the campus
more attractive to other African-Americans. He also
likes the center as "a good place to just go and hang out
and make new friends."
·

USF stud.ents team up with Sierra Club
cate, ~otivate and mobilize Sierra Club memb~r~ and
like-mmded people to protest the Bush admmistration's effects on the environment.
tudents from USF and other colleges are the new
The students will be organized into teams to plan
Sierra Club recruits in a grassroots campaign grassroots events and rallies, to walk door to door to
called "Communities at Risk," designed to edu- the homes of identified inactive Sierra Club members
and to write letters to newspapers with the goal
Open 10-6 Mon . -Weds.
of creating at least
300 new activists
10 - 8 Thursday
by December.
Friday
Field organizer Jessica Eagle
said the Sierra
has
Club
EXTENDED HOURS DURING
launched a yearSEMESTER RUSH!
long drive to edu~
cate and activate
the public on
environmental
121 7th Ave. S.-Right Beside the Tavern
issues. The camSl Petersburg FL 33701 ·
paign is kicking
off
in
New
727-821-5477
Hampshire,
Email: store@bayborobooks.com
Pennsylvania and
Florida.
Eagle
and two fellow
field organizers
have
been
"tabling" at USF,
the University of
Tampa
and
Eckerd College,
signing up hundreds of interested students.
Organizing
meetings will be
held on Tuesday
evenings
each
week in either
Hillsborough or
Pinellas County,
depending on the
location of the
community targeted for canvassing on the follow· Saturday
ing
morning.
Though there
are
currently

By Peggy Goodale

700,000 Sierra Club members nationwide, only 5 per-

Staf!Writer

cent are active. The campaign hopes to mobilize these
inactive members to spread the word about the threats
to the environment from the Bush administration.
For example Sierra Club staffer Joe Murphy, said
that despite its benign title, the "Healthy Forests
Restoration Act of 2003" is really an attempt to allow
loggers to cut roads through our forests under the
"guise of fire protection." The Sierra Club has responded by urging the public to call the two U.S. senators
from Florida, Bill Nelson and Bob Graham, to encourage them to vote against H.R. 1904, a bill that has
already passed in the House of Representatives.
Eagle, Josh Magee and Tamara Evans are working
for Sierra Club through Green Corps, a field school for
environmental organizing. Evans signed up to be a
fiel9 organizer with Green Corps because she wanted
to make a difference.
Eagle and her fellow field organizers, did not know
each other until they went to training. Now they are
housemates and working together to carry out the
campaign plan. Each comes from a different state and
only learned of their posting to Florida a week in
advance.
-To contact campaign headquarters to help out,
call (727) 892-9273.
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SPRING TEXTBOOK
GIVEAWAY!

•· Lowest Prices
• Largest Supply of Used Books
• Textbook R~serve Program
• Buyback year round

.We'll be selling St. Petersburg College
textbooks for Spring 2004
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Photo by Jimmy Grinaker

The "CACers" finished second in the
Homecoming team competition. L to
R: Paul Schulz, John Waller and·Paul
Nguyen.
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"Coming to a place where I didn't know
anybody, it was an automatic home." •
Rosewarne said she does not think the •
that came up is this idea of changing the new program will make the transition
program somewhat to what we would into college easier for students. "I don't
call a Citizen Scholar program and it think it is a bad idea, but it is not a
would take the service learning aspect of replacement
for
the
Learning
the Learning Community and actually Community. They should intermix the
expand it." Durand said. "For example, two programs so that they can still have
the College of Business just starting to what the Learning Community was supwork in Midtown and is looking to see if posed to accomplish."
they can provide some help in small
Keith White, an English professor,
businesses. It's a perfect opportunity for has taught in the program three times
students interested in busiri.esses to and he has seen the connections stuwork hands-on in local business but also dents make in the program. "I learned a.
giving back to the comml.mity."
long time ago that the best classes are
This new program is still in the those that I enter and students are busy
planning stages. A pilot program for talking to each other," he said. "Simply
freshmen is being considered for the fall put, a happy group of students is a
2004 term.
group that is much more fun and easier
"My goal is to make this a distinc- for me _to teach. · The Learning
tive feature of this campus, that you Community fosters this sort of interaccome to the University of South Florida tion between students."
St. Petersburg to become a Citizen
Alisa Teetor, an international relaScholar, and what you learn in the class- tions and Spanish senior, was part of the
room is then applied into the communi- Learning Community for her first two
ty and that would be one reason to years. "The Learning Community is a
come," Durand said.
medium ground between traditional
The program will also have a strong classes and honor classes," Teetor said.
emphasis on leadership and ethics. "We "It involves working within a communiwant to expand the participation in the ty to promote values necessary for collocal community. We want to focus on lege students to continue to work in the
expanding discussions about ethics, dis- community."
cussions about leadership and make our
She said she was disappointed to
students ethical leaders for the 21st cen- see the program end. "Learning ·
tury," he said.
Community works, and if it works and is
The Learning Community offered a not broke, then why fix it?"
$500 scholarship for every semester of
Durand said the Citizen Scholar ·
enrollment in the program. Jennifer program is tentative and input from stuFraser, financial aid assistant director, dents and faculty will be considered. "I
said that the original donation for that don't want to change a program just to
scholarship has run out and it is cur- change a program," he said.
rently taken from other sources. The
Fernandez, Learning Community
new program will not come with money coordinator said, "I agree that the prounless it is raised, Fraser said.
gram should be suspended for the time
One of the ideas behind the being. However, f predict that a
Learning Community was to smooth the Learning Community program of some
transition from high school to college kind will return in the future if the
for incoming freshmen. "I was able to freshman class enrollment grows, but
make co:p.nections not only with the pro- academic probation, dismissal, and/or
fessors but with students," said Mandy drop-out rates also increase."
Rosewarne, a special education senior.
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Representative Davis visits campus

Special to the Crow's Nest

·congressman Jim Davis visited USF St. Petersburg
.
and Professor Judithanne Scourfield Mclauchlan's
American Government class on Oct. 23. The visit
was timely, as the week's material was devoted to study of
the United States Congress.
· Rep. Davis met with the class for more than an
hour. He ad~ressed questions about House District 11
(which, after redistricting, now includes parts of St.
Petersburg), his responsibilities in Congress and his legislative agenda.
growth, many students voted to keep
the airport.
Gavan Benson, owner of the
Tavern, likes the historical nature of
35,526 voters, 73 percent opted to keep Albert Whitted, among other things.
"I've grown up here since 1970 and
the airport "open forever."
In addition, St. Petersburg Mayor I like the airport there," Benson said. "I
Rick Baker said last Wednesday he was think it belongs there."
Peter Lally is a graduate student in
not going to pursue a compromise plan
of reducing the airport to just one run- the School Social Worker program, and
although he didn't vote, he supports the
way.
Experiencing an enrollment boom, airport.
"It's kind of fun sitting in the
the campus is quickly outgrowing the
height restrictions imposed by the library watching the airplanes fly overFederal Aviation Administration, which head," Lally said.
At the same time, Lally underlimits building heights near the airport
for safety reasons. School officials want stands the need for expansion.
"It's a shame really that the univerto reduce the possibility of aircraft flying
sity does need a little more space," Lally
into tall buildings.
Overwhelming pro-airport election said. "We're going to need room for
results on Nov. 4 force USF to face the parking. We're going to need more
reality that it will have to look elsewhere classrooms.?'
Rick Carr, president of the Albert
to find room for the projected 10,000
students that are to enroll in the next Whitted Airport Preservation Society,
b~ieves that the airport is an excellent
five or six years.
"In the future we'll have to look into resource for USF, but that there is-no
the acquisition of nearby properties," room to share.
"What we will not be able to proGrant said.
For now, building on what it has is vide for USF is property," Carr said.
"USF needs to look at the South to
the school's only choice.
A two story building will be · con- expand."
As far as what it c~ do for the camstructed on the Davis parking lot, which
pus,
Carr said, "Albert Whitted could
is the closest lot to a majority of classrooms and a hub for student activity. easily provide an aviation college for
Without breaking height restrictions) USF." 'Several times, airport boosters
three stories may be possible on one- have suggested USF St. Petersburg
establish an aviation program.
fourth of the property.
Three-to-five story buildings could However, university officials have been
replace other parking lots, depending noncommittal.
An airpark plan is also being dis. on how close they are to the airport. The
farther away from the airport, the high- cussed. It would establish an education
center and a museum, and would work
er a building can be built.
To make up for this loss of parking, with school systems and civic organizaa six or seven-story parking garage is tions.
"We are looking to make the airport
expected to be completed by 2008, providing room for 1,300 cars. By 2006, a wonderful source for the city," Carr
said. "The people have always wanted
700 spots will be available for use.
These developments are expected to Albert Whitted airport. We plan to continue on our mission to enhance and
happen within the next 10 to 15 years.
Despite the challenges that Albert preserve Albert Whitted."
Whitted creates for USF and 'campus

Airoort. from

oaae 1

(ROW'S NEST, VOL.

34 NO. 6

llildfor

All registered USF St. Petersburg
students,faculty and staffmay
enter!
Enjoy ahmcl:J. for four at the
charming St. Petersburg Hilton.
SEND YOUR FULL NAME & PHONE
NUMBER via email to
USFCROWSNEST@AOL.COM
Title the subject: HILTON

Disclaimer: Grow's Nest staff is not eligible. Students must
be registered in at least one class at USF St Petersburg.

The Hilton St. Petersburg is proud
to serve the downtown community.

®

Hilton

All enbies must be in by Tuesday, Nov. 25 at 9 p.m. A winnerwill be randomly selected Wednesday, Nov. 26.

333 First St. South
St. Petersburg, Fl33701
Reservations 727-894-5000 or 1-800-944-5500

UNIVERSIIY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST. PETERSBURG

www.stpetehilton.com
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Photo by Lisa Rademakers

Professor Bill Heller didn't mind getting
wet in the dunk tank.
Fans show
support for
the Bulls at
Raymond
James
Stadium.
The game
was aired
on ESPN 2.

omecoming festivities during the week
of Oct. 27 proved to be one of the most
successful campus wide events in USF
St. Petersburg's 38-year history. Hundreds of
students, staff and faculty participated in
games, rides and celebrations throughout the
week.
Many more took part in the thrilling
Homecoming football game on Oct. 31 at
Tampa's Raymond James Stadium. The USF
Bulls beat the visiting Cincinnati Bearcats 2417 in double-overtime.
Back at home, seven teams of students
competed in games ranging from cargboard
boat races to mechanical bull riding.
Here is a visual presentation of the week
that was ...

H

Photos by
Jimmy Grinaker

Student Greg Swanson takes a turn on
the mechanical bull. The turbulent ride
was the favorite of students .

.,.

Above:

Teams launch homemade cardboard boats in Bayboro
Harbor. This was the first year a boat didn't sink.

Poynter. from

The "Horny U's" finished first
out of seven teams in USF St.
Petersburg's
Homecoming
games. From L to R: Steve
White, Daniel "DC" Cole, Tom
Piccolo and Jason Merritt. Not
pictured: Chris Koeing
8

Duchess Kara Wilson and Duke
Matt Nelson represented USF St. Petersburg
at many Tampa events, including the football
game. Right: The Bearcats walk off the
field after the Bulls beat them in overtime at
Raymond James Stadium.
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teaching and research institute by Nelson
Poynter, Poynter is a school where print
and broadcast journalists deepen their
knowledge through seminars in writing,
photographic reporting, ethics and diversity.
To ensure financial independence and
sustainability, Poynter was endowed with
the controlling stock qf the Times
Publishing Company, owner of the St.
Petersburg Times. Dividends from the
company have guaranteed resources to
promote their mission of integrity, independence and excellence in the practice of
journalism.
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A regular presence is ·critical to
gaining the community's trust and
convincing Midtown business owners that one third of his outreach
focus as a dean is focused on the
area, he said.
"When I have lunch with executives, every other time I go to
Midtown," he said. "When there is
an event that happens at the south
side of town, I need to be there."
"That part of the community
needs to know we're going to be a
resource for them."
Besides teaching students how
to work with businesses to develop

UNIVERSTIY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST. PETERSBURG

business plans, Hill said the
Midtown project will encourage students to be socially responsible leaders by giving back to the communities in which they live and work.
Da~d Walker, an accounting
professor and director of the social
responsibility and corporate reporting program, said he is excited about
the Midtown project because it supports and demonstrates the kind of
activities that the College of
Business' program prides itself on.
"Leaders need to think with their
heads, but pay attention to their
hearts," he said. "Students can learn
many valuable lessons from this
project."
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